
 

This toe-tapping text will have you singing along 

with the lovable creatures of the desert in no 

time! Filled with vibrant illustrations of many of 

the charming plants and animals that call the 

Sonoran Desert home.  

For new readers, the text’s rhyming repetition 

reinforces emerging reading skills. Pre-schoolers 

and kindergarteners will also love finding the 

numerals hidden in every illustration.  

For older children, this is a whole language      

science book, complete with a glossary and filled 

with fascinating facts about the Sonoran Desert. 

If you remember singing “Over in the Meadow” 

as a child, now you can give your children their 

own memories of this timeless tune.  

So take a child on a trip where “Way Out in the 

desert having fun in the sun lives a mother 

horned toad and her little toady one …” 

Book Jacket 

By T.J. Marsh and Jennifer Ward 

Illustrated by Kenneth Spengler 

A beautifully illustrated counting book that            

celebrates Native American cultures. The text is in 

simple rhyming couplets … 

 

One lonely traveler riding on the plain. 

Two graceful dancers asking for some rain. 

Three busy messengers sending out the news. 

Four clever trackers looking for some clues. 

  

The illustrations are laid out in double page spreads 

which gives an amazing amount of detail. 

 

Weaving, fishing, storytelling are all part of this spir-

ited book that celebrates Native American traditions 

as it teaches young children to count to ten. 

(Back of Book) 



One of  the original Aesop’s fables retold by Jean de La 

Fontaine and illustrated by one of the worlds premier    

children’s illustrators Brian Wildsmith.  

One of the interesting things with fables is how they are 

viewed  and interpreted either by different cultures or in 

the period of time they are told. In this version there is 

sense of cunning and trickery even though the tortoise 

shares the moral of slow and steady wins the race             

at the end. 

The story starts with … A hare and tortoise were having 

an argument . The hare, who could run very fast thought 

he was much more clever than the tortoise, who could only 

move slowly and had to carry his house around on  his 

back. But the tortoise did not agree. To the hare’s surprise 

the tortoise challenged him to a race. “We will run from 

here, over the hill, through the hedge, then along the    

carrot field to the old cart,” he said. The hare laughed. “I 

am sure to win, but we will  race if you like.”  

It is a beautifully illustrated picture book with an array of 

colors to entice the imagination of both young and old. 

How do you think the Tortoise wins the race? Was it slow 

and steady, or  being clever? I Had a Little Turtle 
(suit actions to words) 

 

I had a little turtle he lived in a box 

(put both hands together to make a box) 

He swam in puddles 

(swimming motions) 

And he climbed on rocks 

(make climbing motions) 

He snapped at a minnow, 

(snap your fingers) 

He snapped at a flea 

(snap your fingers) 

He snapped at a mosquito  

(snap your fingers) 

And he snapped at me. 

(snap your fingers) 

He caught the minnow 

( clap loudly) 

He caught the flea 

( clap loudly) 

He caught the mosquito 

( clap loudly) 

But he didn’t catch me! 

(clap and shake your head “no”) 

Adapted by La Fontaine 

Illustrated by Brian Wildsmith 

 
The Hare and Tortoise Puppet Story 

A simple character and scene cut-outs for a         

puppet story.  

Page 3 Characters  Page 4 Back Drop Scenery 

Read the story of The Hare and the Tortoise  and 

put on a puppet play with your child. 

Directions : 

Pg3 Cut out the characters #3 Tortoise & #4 Hare 

Using glue dots attach them to drinking straws.    

One for Hare and one for Tortoise. 

Cut out the #2 sleeping Hare so he can be hidden       

behind the #1 rectangular box.  

Glue the sleeping #2 Hare on the open upper right 

hand section of the scenery. Cover the hare with the 

#1 box and glue it so it can be opened as a flap to 

show Hare sleeping while Tortoise wins the race. 

Pg5 is a Trophy to be cut and used as a number   

puzzle for Tortoise’s Win!  








